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The program of the entrance exam for applicants to the PhD 

 for the group of educational programs  

D253 – Museum Studies and Monument Protection  

 

1. General provisions 

 

1. The program was drawn up in accordance with the Order of the Minister of 

Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated October 31, 2018 

No. 600 “On Approval of the Model Rules for Admission to Education in 

Educational Organizations Implementing Educational Programs of Higher and 

Postgraduate Education” (hereinafter referred to as the Model Rules). 

2. The entrance exam for doctoral studies consists of writing an essay, 

passing a test for readiness for doctoral studies (hereinafter referred to as TRDS), 

an exam in the profile of a group of educational programs and an interview. 

 

Block Points 

1. Interview 30 

2. Essay  20 

3. Exam according to the profile of the  

group of the educational program 

50 

Total admission score 100/75 

 

3.The duration of the entrance exam is 3 hours 10 minutes, during which 

the applicant writes an essay and answers the electronic examination ticket. The 

interview is conducted at the university premises before the entrance exam. 

 

 II. Procedure for the entrance examination 

 

1. Applicants for doctoral studies in the group of educational programs D253 

«Museum Studies and Monument Protection» write a problematic / thematic 

essay. The volume of the essay should not be less than 250 words. 

The purpose of the essay is to determine the level of analytical and creative 

abilities reflected in the ability to formulate one's own argumentation based on 

theoretical knowledge, social and personal experience. 

Types of essays: 

-  motivational essay revealing motivational reasons for research activity; 



- scientific-analytical essay justifying the relevance and methodology of the 

planned research; 

- a problem/thematic essay that presents various aspects of scientific 

knowledge in the subject area. 

2. The electronic examination card consists of 3 questions. 

 

 

Topics for exam preparation according to the profile of the group of 

the educational program 

 

Discipline "Organization and planning of scientific research" 

 

Topic 1. Organization of scientific activity. 

Subtopics Research Stages - Planning, Organization and Implementation. 

Methods for conducting theoretical and empirical research. 

Topic 2. Literary research. 

Subtopics. Search systems and databases of scientific and technical 

information. 

Topic 3. Development of a research program, methodological and 

procedural sections of the study. 

Subtopics. Planning and execution of an experimental (empirical) study. 

Statistical data processing. 

Topic 4. Writing, design and defense of scientific works. 

Subtopics. Structure of scientific work. Features of the language and style 

of presentation of scientific research. 

 

Discipline " Contemporary Issues in the Global Museum Landscape " 

 

Topic 1. The Structure and Functions of Museum Studies.  

The terms “museum studies,” “museum work,” “museology,” and 

“museography.” Theoretical and applied museum studies. Kazakhstan’s 

membership in UNESCO, ICOM, and ICOMOS. 

Topic 2. Issues Surrounding the Concept of the “Museum Object.” 

Museum Practice within the Structure of the Museum Object. Understanding the 

Content of the “Museum Object.” Documentary, Informational, and Cultural 

Value in the Museum Object. Relic, Rarity, Uniquate, Mass-Produced Object. 

The museum object and the significance of the museum artifact. Properties of a 

museum artifact: attractiveness, informativeness, expressiveness, associativity, 

and representativeness. Functions of a museum artifact: modeling, 

communicative, scientific, and informational.  

Topic 3. Methods and Terminology in Museum Studies.  

Discussion of Methods in Museum Studies. Terminological Issues in 

Museum Studies. The language of museology as a scientific issue of 

international character and scope. The typology and classification of museums 

as a subject of debate. The concepts of the museological terms “profile,” “type,” 



and “category.” Explanation of specialized museological terms. The typology 

and classification of museums from a historical perspective. 

Topic 4. Analysis of the Object of Study in Museology.  

Classification of Museums. The Object of Museology. Issues in 

Interpreting the Subject of Museology. Conceptual Approaches to Its Definition: 

Institutional, Functional, Subject-Based (Objective), and Comprehensive 

(Holistic). Contemporary perspectives on museology, contemporary 

classification of museums. The traditional expansion of concepts regarding the 

profile, type, and form of museums. The emergence of new forms and types of 

museums. Types of museums in Kazakhstan. 

Topic 5. Sources in museology; historiography of museology.  

Sources on the history of museums; typology of historiographical and 

informational publications. Special types of sources (museum catalogs, 

exhibitions, collections, research and reference materials/objects, guidebooks). 

Synthesizing historical experience in museums; identifying and forecasting 

trends in their development. Domestic and foreign researchers in museology. 

Domestic and foreign researchers in museology and their works. 

Topic 6. The Emergence of Museums and Key Stages of Their 

Development.  

Collecting in Antiquity. Ancient Museums as Centers of Intellectual Life. 

The Cabinet. The Lyceum. The Academy. The Museion. Pre-museum collecting 

(the prehistory of museology): the treasury (temple), the reliquary, centers of 

learning (Museion), and the display of works of art (pinacotheca). Pinacotheca. 

Glyptotheca. Cataloging. The principle of exhibition and public access to 

collections in ancient temples. Collecting artifacts during the Hellenistic period 

in Ancient Rome. Collecting artifacts in antiquity as rarities of high culture. The 

emergence of various forms of collections: the cabinet of curiosities, the gallery, 

the “antique garden.” Palace museums of rulers. University museums. The 

emergence of museology. Museums formed from private collections. Museum 

culture during the Renaissance. 

Topic 7. Major museums of the world and Kazakhstan: their history 

and characteristics.  

Trends in museum development in Western Europe and the Americas. 

Classification and history of famous museums around the world. The Dresden 

Art Gallery (Germany). The Uffizi Gallery (Italy), the Louvre (France), the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art (USA), and others. Museums in Kazakhstan with 

national status. The role of museums as destinations for historical and cultural 

tourism. 

Topic 8. The Theory of Museum Communication; Theoretical Issues 

in Contemporary Museology.  

Contemporary Approaches to Museum Communication. Issues in 

Museum Language and Feedback. The Study of the Language of Museum 

Communication as One of the Tasks of Museum Education. The Multifaceted 

Nature of Museum Communication. Issues in domestic and international 

museum pedagogy. Museum publishing programs and museographic 



publications. Research in the field of museology. Organization of research and 

collection management, classification of collections. 
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Решетников Н.И. Комплектование музейных фондов. - М., 1997. 

Актуальные проблемы фондовой работы музеев. - М., 1979, 1980, 1981. 

Кучеренко М.Е. Научно-фондовая работа в музее. - М., 1999. 

Вопросы охраны и использования памятников искусства и культуры.  -М., 
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Вопросы изучения истории и культурного наследия Казахстана. - А., 1998. 

Проблемы изучения и сохранения исторического наследия. - А., 1998. 

Музей в современном мире: традиционализм и новаторство/ сост. Л.И. 

Скрипкина. (Труды Государственного Исторического музея; вып. 104). – 

М.: ГИМ, 1999.  

Музей как сообщество в условиях глобализации/ М-во культуры Рос. 

Федерации, Рос. ком. междунар. совета музеев (ИКОМ России). – М.: 

ИКОМ России, 2002.   

Галкина Е.Л. Этнографические источники в музее: проблемы 

интерпретации/   М-во культуры Рос. Федерации, Рос. ин-т культурологи. – 

М., 1998.   

Хадсон К. Влиятельные музеи/ пер. с англ. Л.Ю. Мотылев. – Новосибирск: 

Сиб. хронограф, 2001.    

Атрибуция музейного памятника: справочник/ М-во культуры Рос. 

Федерации, Рос. этногр. музей; под ред. И.В. Дубова. – СПб.: Лань, 1999.  

Охрана и использование памятников культуры/ Моск. гос. ун-т культуры и 

искусств; [сост. С.М. Шестова]. – М.: МГУКИ, 2004.    



Культурно-образовательная деятельность музеев. - М., 1997. 

Российская музейная энциклопедия: в 2 т./ Рос. ин-т культурологи; 

[редкол.: В.Л. Янин и др.]. – М.: Прогресс, 2001.   

 
 

Discipline «Innovations in Museum Studies» 

 

Topic 1. Applied Museology.  

Issues in museology and its scientific role in applied museology. The 

concept of “applied museology.” The primary function of museological-

sociological research. The introduction of new types of work aimed at visitors’ 

perception of museum exhibitions. The suitability of museum building 

architecture. Contemporary requirements for museum collections and buildings. 

Main types of display and exhibition equipment. Organization of open storage. 

Contemporary requirements for museum buildings. 

Topic 2. The museum’s research and collection activities; inventory of 

museum collections. Issues related to the selection, inventory, and storage of 

museum collections as one of the areas of applied museology. The concept of 

“scientific acquisition” of a museum collection. The procedure for accepting 

items of museum value into the collection. Specifics of selecting museum 

collections for various types and profiles. Documentation support in the process 

of acquiring museum collections. Legal and scholarly aspects of cataloging 

museum collections. Initial cataloging and inventory. A system for the 

technological informatization and digitization of museum collections based on 

the use, cataloging, and study of the collections. The museum catalog and the 

reference and information system. 

Topic 3. Storage and Study of Museum Collections. Procedures for 

accounting for environmental factors during the storage of museum objects, 

depending on their condition and materials of construction. Systems for ensuring 

the preservation of objects in storage, on display, and during transport. 

Collaboration between curators and conservators. The informational function of 

a museum object and research work aimed at defining it. Methods and stages of 

studying a museum object and documenting the results. Specifics of 

classification (grouping) by material, method of manufacture, place and time of 

creation, author, and social and national significance. 

Topic 4. Designing a Museum Exhibition; Project for Creating a 

Museum Exhibition. The exhibition as a form of the museum’s scholarly work 

and a means of presenting the museum’s collection. The scholarly concept and 

principles of organizing the exhibition space. Typology of museum exhibitions, 

their alignment with the museum’s profile, and the specific nature of the subject 

matter in the exhibition. Main stages of scholarly design. The scholarly concept 

of the exhibition. The thematic structure of the exhibition. Objectives of the 

artistic design of the exhibition. Museum design. Collaboration between 

exhibition designers and the authors of the scholarly concept. 



Topic 5. Information Technology in Museum Work. New Methods and 

Technologies for Displaying Various Types of Exhibition Objects. Synthesizing 

Information About a Museum Object and Its Presentation as an Integral Part of 

the Exhibition. The exhibition as a synthesis of science and art. Exhibition 

equipment and resources necessary for creating an artwork (installation). The 

use of technical and audio resources as a means of enhancing the informational 

value and emotional impact of the exhibition. Information technology in 

exhibitions. Virtual exhibitions. 

Topic 6. Museum Education in the Educational and Instructional 

Implementation of Museum Activities. The Information System of Museum 

Education. New Approaches in Museum Studies. The Use of Information 

Technology in Guided Tours. Organizing a System of Audio and Video Tours. 

Historical Aspects of the Development of the Foundations of Guided Tour 

Methodology. The Concept of a “Guided Tour.” Methods for Classifying 

Museum Guided Tours. Thematic Specifics of Guided Tours. Inclusion in 

Museum Work. Museum Sociology. Museum Psychology. Working with 

Museum Visitors. Methods and Types of Organizing Museum Lectures. 

Topic 7. The Primary Organizational and Administrative Framework 

for Museum Activities; Museum Marketing. The Management System in the 

Cultural Sector. Culture and the Market. The cultural program as a method of 

economic management and social protection in the cultural sector. The legal 

status and management activities of a museum. Criteria for evaluating a 

museum’s performance. The scientific, organizational, and technical structure of 

a museum. The Specifics of Marketing in the Cultural Sector. Sponsorship 

(Philanthropy) in Culture. The Concept of “Museum Marketing” as One of the 

Areas of Museum Activity. Increasing the Demand for Museum Publications. 

Problems in the Museum Market. Developing Museum Products That Are 

Competitive in the Market. 

 

 

III. List of references. 
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Музееведение. Музеи мира. - М., 1991. 
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Алматы. Қазақ университеті, 2021. 



Мұсаева С.Т. Музей менеджменті және маркетингі. - Алматы, 2006.  

Қозғанбаева Г.Б. Қазақстан музейлері. – Алматы: Қазақ университеті, 2016. 

– 182 б. 

Егізбаева М.Қ., Жұматаев Р.С. Музей педагогикасы. – Алматы: Қазақ 
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Солтиева Б.Ш. Музейтануға кіріспе. – Алматы: Қазақ университеті, 2017. – 
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Шалгинбаева С.Х. Музеи под открытым небом: учебное пособие. –

Алматы: Қазақ университеті, 2013. – 102 с. 

 

        Additional:  

         Болотников И.М., Тульчинский Г.Л. Менеджмент в сфере культуры. – 

учебное пособие. – СПбГУКИ, 2007. – 448 с. 
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2003. 
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Ноль Я.Л. Информационные технологии в деятельности музея. – М.: 

Российский государственный гуманитарный университет, 2007. 

Каулен М.Е. Музеефикация историко-культурного наследия Росии. – М., 

2012.  

Система научного описания музейного предмета: классификация 

методика, терминология. Справочник. – СПб., 2003. – 408 с. 

Калугина, Т.П. Художественный музей как феномен культуры. - СПб., 

2008. 

Каулен М.Е. Экспозиция и экспозиционер. - М., 2001. 

Мазный Н.В., Поляков Т.П., Шулепова Э.А. Музейная выставка: история, 

проблемы, перспективы. – М., 1997. 

Лорд Б., Лорд Г.Д. Менеджмент в музейном деле: Учебное пособие / Пер. с 

англ. Э. Н. Гусинского и Ю. И. Турчаниновой. Под ред. А. Б. 

Голубовского. – М., 2002.  

 

Discipline «Historical, Cultural, and Natural Heritage of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan: History and Methodology» 

 

Topic 1. Classification of Historical, Cultural, and Natural Heritage 

Sites. Types of historical and cultural heritage sites and their definitions: 

archaeological sites; urban planning and architectural sites; ensembles and 

complexes; sacred sites; monuments of monumental art. Criteria for determining 

the value of historical and cultural heritage: chronological, aesthetic, sacred, and 

memorial. Historical and cultural heritage sites are immovable objects that have 

arisen as a result of historical processes or events and are of interest from the 

perspective of history, archaeology, architecture, urban planning, art, science, 

technology, aesthetics, ethnology, anthropology, and social culture, including 

related works of painting, sculpture, applied arts, science, technology, and other 



objects of material culture. Types of natural monuments; domestic experience in 

the protection of natural monuments. 

Topic 2. Classification and Protection of Open-Air Archaeological 

Sites. Archaeological sites include temporary settlements, fortified settlements, 

remains of ancient tombs, settlements, fortifications, workshops, canals, roads, 

burial grounds, burial mounds, necropolises, megalithic structures, stone 

sculptures, petroglyphs, sections of the historical and cultural stratum of ancient 

settlements, and other sites bearing traces of human life and activity. 

Archaeological work—the identification of historical and cultural heritage sites 

through archaeological excavations and surveys. The transformation of 

archaeological sites into museums. The creation and development of open-air 

archaeological museums. Archaeological parks. Work on the protection, 

inventory, and registration of archaeological monuments. 

Topic 3. Preservation of Ensembles and Complexes as Sites of 

Historical and Cultural Heritage. Ensembles and complexes are groups of 

isolated or interconnected monuments, buildings, and structures serving 

fortification, palace, residential, public, administrative, commercial, industrial, 

scientific, educational, or religious purposes, including fragments of the 

historical layout and development of settlements, located in historically 

established areas. Their protection and inventory. 

Topic 4. Protection of Sacred Sites in Kazakhstan. Sacred sites are 

historical and commemorative places associated with significant historical 

events and prominent figures, as well as with the spiritual values of the people; 

they include man-made and natural places of worship, landscapes, and 

structures. Sacred sites as protected monuments. Inclusion of sacred sites on 

national and local lists. Sacred natural sites. 

Topic 5. Issues Regarding the Inclusion of Kazakhstan’s Historical 

and Cultural Heritage on the UNESCO List. Kazakhstan’s Sites on the 

UNESCO List. The Tentative List of the Republic of Kazakhstan’s World 

Cultural Heritage—a list of historical and cultural sites proposed to the 

UNESCO World Heritage Committee for inclusion on the UNESCO World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage List. 

Topic 6. Types and Preservation of Urban Planning and 

Architectural Monuments. Urban planning and architectural monuments 

include architectural ensembles and complexes, historic centers, neighborhoods, 

squares, streets, structures of civil, residential, industrial, military, and religious 

architecture, as well as folk architecture, and related works of monumental, 

decorative-applied, and landscape art, and natural landscapes. Monuments of 

urban planning and architecture under UNESCO protection. Inclusion in 

national and local lists. 

Topic 7. Restoration and Conservation of Historical and Cultural 

Heritage. The Concepts of “Restoration,” “Conservation,” and 

“Reconstruction.” Categories for determining the value of cultural heritage sites: 

instrumental, scientific, historical-memorial, aesthetic, and others. Qualitative 

assessment of restoration work. Organizing discussions on the restoration of 



museum objects. Restoration methods aimed at preserving cultural heritage 

sites. Experience with scientific restoration in Kazakhstan. 
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Варламова Т.Н. Культурное наследие как объект социальной защиты. – М., 

2009. – 131 с. 
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материалдары. – Алматы: Қазақ университеті, 2026, - 455 б.  

 

 

 

 



Discipline «Heritage Studies» 

 

Topic 1. Types of Natural Monuments. The Importance of Establishing 

Museums and Protecting Natural Monuments. Types and Typology of Natural 

Monuments; Diversity of Natural Monuments. The Social Significance of 

Natural Monuments. Organizing the Protection and Preservation of Open-Air 

Natural Monuments. Digitization of museum-reserves. Digitization of the 

protected landscape environment of natural monuments. Establishment of 

national nature parks in Kazakhstan. Development of botanical gardens. 

Innovations in the activities of museum-reserves, organization of the protection 

of historical and cultural heritage. The world’s largest nature reserves. 

Topic 2. Restitution of Cultural Property; Monuments Under 

Interstate/Interethnic Protection. Restitution of cultural property; the 

establishment and development of the institution of cultural property restitution; 

mechanisms for the functioning of the institution of cultural property restitution 

in accordance with international conventions; issues related to the transfer of 

cultural property during World War II. Kazakh heritage abroad. The shared 

heritage of Kazakhstan and foreign countries. Sites of cultural, natural, and 

intangible cultural heritage common to Kazakhstan and foreign countries within 

the framework of UNESCO. 

Topic 3. Developing the ability to apply monument typology, 

cartographic terminology, theory, and methodology. Students study general 

concepts of cartography, surveying (recording) the locations of heritage sites, 

small-scale geographic maps and their application, methods for working with 

historical and natural heritage sites, as well as the maintenance of regulatory 

documentation. Types of historical and cultural heritage sites and their main 

theoretical issues. Skills in applying methodological principles and methods of 

heritage studies. Issues related to the inventory, preservation, determination of 

social significance, restoration, and use of all types of heritage sites. 

Topic 4. Historical, Cultural, and Natural Landmarks as Tourist 

Attractions. Developing the ability to identify guiding principles for the 

formulation and implementation of decisions in the field of national/regional 

tourism planning. Topics covered include: the significance of and approaches to 

tourism planning; the hierarchy, structure, and models of tourism planning at the 

national and regional levels; the practice of strategic and operational planning; 

institutional elements and tourism market planning; and financing tourism 

development. 

Topic 5. Art History and Works of Art. Developing skills in the 

stylistic and substantive description and analysis of works of painting, sculpture, 

and graphic art. The course examines the specific aspects of studying works of 

art, the conventional nature of the language of the visual arts, and the symbolism 

of images. The conceptual and terminological framework of art history; the 

typology of canonical works in painting, sculpture, graphic art, and decorative 

and applied arts. 



Topic 6. Planning and organizing research in the fields of museology 

and heritage studies. Developing the ability to implement the outcomes of 

national strategic and government programs (such as “Mädeni Mura” / “Cultural 

Heritage,” “Rukhani Zhangyru,” and others) aimed at conducting scientific 

research in the fields of museology and heritage studies. Familiarization with the 

key stages of scientific research and its planning. The relevance of studying the 

mechanisms of scientific inquiry and analysis, as well as practical experience in 

applying methods of scientific inquiry. Standards and guidelines for presenting 

the results of scientific research. Developing skills in applying theories and 

concepts related to the museumification of archaeological monuments and 

tangible and intangible cultural heritage. Theoretical foundations of the 

museumification of monuments, their classification and functions, as well as the 

main stages and characteristics of the museumification of various heritage sites. 

Topic 7. Attribution and Expertise of Museum Artifacts. Study of 

well-known methods of scientific attribution and expertise, and the connection 

between works of decorative and applied art and art history and material culture. 

Mastering methods of attribution and expert evaluation of museum materials, 

identifying characteristics of museum objects and methods of their production. 

Issues related to the technical processing of museum objects, their description, 

and skills in maintaining museum documentation for exhibits. 
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